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Savage, Capt. James House 

280 Massasoit Rd 
Eastham 

08-141 
r 1870 

Greek Revival 

Agricultural; General Retail Store; Single Family Dwelling 
House 

Agriculture; Architecture 



Roof: Asphalt Shingle 

Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood Shingle; Wood 
Foundation: Brick 
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Construction Between . 1858 & 1880 

See Blbllogra^y'* 

Greek Revival 
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|r Material; 

Foundation Brick 

Wall/Trim Clapboard (facade and 

S elevation) Shingles (N and E elevati<Ni) 

Asphalt Shingles 
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Free-standing Barn 
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Setting Located in a moderately- settled^ 
rural area near the intersection of 
Bracket Road. 



Date: 



BUlU>im worn 280 Massasolt Road 

Describe architectural featires. Evaluate the character! sties «f ^Is faullding in terns of other buildings 

within the community. 

This Greek Revival^ 1 1/2-story ^ gable-end, side-entry dwelling with lateral 
wing is a conu:non house form in Eastham. Typical to Eastham also is the 
alignment of the WMi» ©11 flush with the plane of the facade of the main 
block rather than recessed in the configuration more common elsewhere in 
New England. The lateral wing has been expanded to the rear (east) by a 
perpendicular-oriented, gable roofed ell leading to an attached gable-roofed, 
rear shed in the typical formation of interconnects, Rew England, 
farm buildings. 

Detail consists of wide end boards, boxed, molded cornice and a 2-part, 
wide frieze. The facade of the main block is sheltered by a 1-story, full- 
width hip-roofed porch that extends as an open deck enclosed by spool-like 
baluiters in front of the lateral wing. The main entry consists of a wood, 
paneled cottage door with a sc[uare light in a surround including full side 
lights and paneled pilasters supporting an entablature. The entry to thm 
lateral wing is similarly detailed with a 6-panel door. Fenestration consists 
principally of 6/1, double-hung sash with plain trim. Some 2/2, 6/6, and 6/2 
windows sure mSjm ^emm^ Louvered blinds are laodern replaceiDents. 

Also on site, northeast of the house, is a free-standing, shingled, gable- 
roofed bam/ shed with an attached, Victorian- inspired, angled porch. 



HIS^*XOilICAL NARRATIVE X See continuation sheet, 
tilicuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses 
of the txjilding and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

Haffasoit Road was developed during the Fec^;p^l J>eriod (1775-1830). By the 
ettd of the Federal Period, Methodists had established a campground near 
Campground Road off Massasoit Road. This center for summer religious retreats 
lasted from 1830 to 1862 when the camp moved to Yarmouth. By 1831, one of 
Eastham' s five schools and many residences were located on Massasoit Road. 

It is lili(gly t;hat inany of the residents were involved in agriculture. 
Grains were an early cash crop in Eastheun and later, asparagus and turnips 
became more common. Husbandry and fishing were also important sources of 
inccxne for Massasoit Road residents. By 1901, at least seven farmers were 
living on Massasoit Road. There were also a clerk, lighthouse keeper, laborer 
and a grocer. A provisions store was located on the corner of Oak and 
Massasoit Roads. By the twentieth century ^^he road had become an important 
way from Orleans through Sasthm-to liellfleetr^^Seasonal residents had begun 
building summer homes and cottages by the Barly Misdern Period. 

Deed research for the property at 280 Massasoit Road does not trace the chain 
of title prior to 1913. The following identifications of previous owners is 
derlv€Mi f JPC». pei^iod maps which indicate the dwelling was probably built 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES X See continuation sheet. 

X Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places; 
If checked, see attached National Register Criteria Statenent foni. 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (continued) 

between 1858 and 1880. An early resident may have been Captain James Savage, 
whose name appears on a building at the approxiR^te site of the house on the 
1880 map of Eastham. James Savage (b. Halifax, N.S., 1829; d. Eastham, 1926) 
went to sea at age nine. He later attended Bridgewater Academy before sailing 
in the merchant trade to South American and Mediterranean ports. He later 

If- sailed in the whaling fleets out of Wellfleet and New Bedford. James Savage 
married Hannah Higgins, a member of a prominent ^ local family. He retired 

^ froin the sea before age fifty. Captain Savage was next engaged in weir 
fishing and civic activities including serving as chair of the library 
building committee. By 1901, Savage lived as a boarder at the house of 
Austin Cole on Main street in Eastham. 

The resident of 280 Massasoit Road at the turn of the century may have been 
"Mrs. Hamlin.^ Her heirs are noted as tto residents on the 1908 map 
of Eastham. Nothing further is known of Mrs. Hamlin or her heirs. The barn 
suggests the property may have been a farm. The house is currently used as a 
jn^ali mtom»^ Dmtim^Mm informatJ^ mmi^iiAip of the pimperty require 
t additional deed research. 

I 
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Community: Eastham 

Property Address: 280 Massasoit Road 



Area Form No. 74 



National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement 



Check all tHat apply: 

X Indiviciually eligible 

Contributing to a 

potential historic district 



Eligible onlv in a historic district 
Potential historic district 



Criteria: X A B 

Criteria Considerations: 



X C 

A 



B 



Statement of Significance by: Dianne L. Siergiej 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 



The property at 280 Massasoit Road is significant on a local level with regard 
to the above-referenced criteria as a remarkably intact example of the gable- 
end, side-entry house form with flush-plane, lateral wing in Eastham. It is 
also significant for its association with James Savage, a merchant mariner, 
whaler and fisherman whose career is representative of the combined 
occupations typically recjuired for survival in the local economy. 




Original yellow form: Ellgibilj;/ file . 
Copies: Inventory form 

Town file(w/coiTesp.) 

Macrls 



NR director 



Community: Eastham 
MHC OPINION; EUGIBILiTY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER 
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INDIVIDIJAL PROPERTIES 

^ Eligible 

_ Eligible, also In district 

Eligible only In distria 

Ineligible 

X More information needed 
CRITERIA: 
LEVEL: 



.A 
Local 



.8 

State 



DISTRICTS 

Eligible 

Ineligible 

More Information needed 



.C 

National 



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE b v Kathleen Kellv Broomer 

More Information Is needed to determine whether 280 Massasoit Road Is eligible for the National Register The 

recent survey recorded what appear to be better-preserved examples of the gable-front with lateral wing house 
form, most notably 1 20 Bridge Road. In addition, the inventory form notes that the history of the property 
prior to 191 3 is unclear and merits deed research. Neither the architectural nor historical significance of the 
property In the town of Eastham can be confirmed at this time. 



